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HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED

CAREER OF PAUL SCHAFER
UPON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ROBERT W. NEY
OF OHIO
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Monday, January 31, 2000
Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I commend the fol-

lowing article to my colleagues:
Paul Schafer has spent his life serving the

people. He was born June 15th, 1933 to Frank-
lin and Mary Davis Schafer. Paul was the
youngest of five children who grew up near
Bethesda, Ohio. Paul served in the U.S.
Army from 1953 to 1955 in Korea and Japan.
In 1953, he married Mary Ellen Dougherty
and the couple had three children Cindy,
David and Doug.

Paul’s career with the Ohio Department of
Transportation began in July of 1978 as he
served as Highway Maintenance Super-
intendent, a position he held until 1983. That
year, he became Project Inspector of Con-
struction. Throughout his career with ODOT,
Paul also served as Construction Project
Specialist, Technical Supervisor, and Trans-
portation Manager.

In addition to all of these efforts, Paul has
also been an active member of his commu-
nity. He is a member of the Bethesda United
Methodist Church and serves on the church
administrative board. Paul is also a member
of the Hazen Lodge 251 F & AM, the Amer-
ican Legion Epworth Post #90, and the Bel-
mont Bethesda Rotary Club. He is also a
former member of the Belmont County Re-
publican Central Committee.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the career of Paul Schafer. His
lifelong service and commitment to Belmont
County is to be commended.

SOUTH BRONX MENTAL HEALTH
COUNCIL, INC., NINTH PATIENT
RECOGNITION AND EMPOWER-
MENT DAY
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

once again pay tribute to the South Bronx
Mental Health Council, Inc., which tomorrow
will celebrate its ninth annual ‘‘Patient Rec-
ognition and Empowerment Day.’’

Created in 1968 as Lincoln Community
Mental Health Center, the South Bronx Mental
Health Council, Inc., is a community-based or-
ganization which provides treatment and men-
tal health services to the local population and
to area schools and senior centers. It is com-
mitted to helping empower its patients and
their families through the rehabilitation of pa-
tients and their reintegration in their commu-
nities.

All of us, I am sure, have known someone
who, whether we were aware of it or not,
struggled with some form of mental illness.
Tragically, a suicide or other crisis is all too
often our first—and only—indication of the in-
dividual’s suffering.

While it is important, and appropriate, to
recognize the care givers who provide these
services, it is even more important that those
individuals who have made special efforts to
overcome their challenges also receive our at-
tention and support.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting our friends at the South Bronx
Mental Health Council, who on Friday, Janu-
ary 28, will celebrate the eighth annual Patient
Recognition and Empowerment Day.

IN MEMORY OF ROGER V.
LAFRANCOIS OF JEWETT CITY, CT

HON. SAM GEJDENSON
OF CONNECTICUT
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Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in memory of Roger V. LaFrancois who was
an extraordinary figure in sports in eastern
Connecticut for decades. Roger LaFrancois
exemplified good sportsmanship, the spirit of
competition and fairness.

Roger LaFrancois was a legendary player
and official in Connecticut. He started his ca-
reer as a catcher for several minor league
baseball teams. He also served as a scout for
the Houston Astros professional baseball
team. However, he is most widely known in
eastern Connecticut as an umpire on the field
and as the long-time Commissioner of the
International Association of Approved Basket-
ball Officials Eastern Board No. 8 after many
years as a top-flight basketball referee in the
high school ranks. As Commissioner, Roger
managed officiating schedules for more than
80 high schools, 200 officials and thousands
of baseball and basketball games. According
to the Norwich Bulletin, Roger accomplished
this incredible feat of organization using only a
3-ring binder.

Roger LaFrancois was a presence behind
home plate at countless baseball games
throughout Windham and New London coun-
ties. According to people who knew him best,
Roger had a great impact on players and
other umpires on the baseball diamond. He is
well-remembered for his absolute fairness,
calm demeanor and the complete respect he
received from players and coaches alike.
However, he was much more than an official.
He was a mentor to hundreds of young ath-
letes and aspiring umpires. Officials across
eastern Connecticut have spoken about how
Roger taught them about the game, and life.

Mr. Speaker, I join residents across our re-
gion in expressing my sympathy to his family.
We can take comfort knowing that Roger
LaFrancois’ memory will live on in eastern
Connecticut through the players and officials
he has touched.

2000 COLORADO BUSINESS HALL OF
FAME INDUCTEE, ALLAN PHIPPS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize an inductee
for the 2000 Colorado Business Hall of Fame,
Mr. Allan Phipps.

Jointly produced by the Denver Metro
Chamber of Commerce and Junior Achieve-
ment, the Colorado Business Hall of Fame
recognizes outstanding Colorado businesses
and civic leaders from the past and present,

publicizes the contributions of business lead-
ers to our community and promotes the impor-
tance and value of the private enterprise sys-
tem. From their ownership of the Denver Bron-
cos to the innovation that has preserved the
Winter Park ski area, one cannot look at the
history of Colorado and not find evidence of
the Phipps’ brothers outstanding accomplish-
ments.

Allan was born on October 3, 1912, in Den-
ver, Colorado. For generations, the Phipps
family has been important to Colorado. Law-
rence Phipps Sr. was a United States Senator
and his wife, Margaret Rogers Phipps, was
the founder and president of the Denver Sym-
phony.

Allan loved Denver, but when Congress de-
clared war on Japan in 1941, he joined the
United States Navy. After the war he returned
to Colorado. Allan practiced law.

Allan and his brother, Gerald, purchased the
Denver Broncos franchise and turned ex-
penses into revenue. Their purchase was in-
strumental in keep the Broncos in Colorado.

Allan was also very active in the community
through civic organizations and boards. He
served on the board of trustees for the Denver
Museum of Natural History, board of man-
agers for Columbia Presbyterian-St. Luke Hos-
pital, was active on the boards for the Denver
Symphony Society, Red Rocks Summer Fes-
tival, Williams College, Graland School and
Clayton College.

Sadly, Allan Phipps passed away in 1997.
Many people have been inspired by the lead-
ership of Allan Phipps and even more have re-
spected him.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to recognize an inductee of the 2000 Colorado
Business Hall of Fame, Mr. Allan Phipps, a
truly great businessman and American.

COMMENDING MEL WOODS
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OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to commend Mr. Mel Woods for his
work to improve mental health services for
Californians.

Mr. Woods worked tirelessly to promote leg-
islation to improve access to medication that
treats schizophrenia. As a result of his work,
Californians suffering from schizophrenia have
access to medications that help them live
happy and productive lives, without fear of de-
bilitating side effects.

With the retirement of Mr. Woods, California
has lost a strong advocate for Mental Health
care. We commend Mr. Woods for his effort,
and wish him a rewarding retirement.

DR. KAREN FORYS SELECTED AS
WASHINGTON STATE SUPER-
INTENDENT OF THE YEAR

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON
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Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding educator in my
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